
Loved by Frank Sinatra, bridget bardot and eLizabeth tayLor, PortoFino haS 
been rediScovered by a new generation oF ceLebritieS and jet SetterS.

Located on a peninsular of Italian Riviera on 
the northwest coast of Italy’s Liguria, Portofino 
is approximately 40km southeast of the city of 
Genoa. Home to a mere 250 locals, Portofino was 
originally named Portus Delphini, or Port of the 
Dolphin, due to the large number of dolphins that 
inhabited the area. The tourist curiosity in this quaint 
and unfounded fishing village was first established 
by aristocratic Europeans in the late 19th Century 
when they used to travel by horse from the nearby 
inlet of Santa Margherita Ligure. By the late 1950s, 
tourism had replaced fishing as the town’s principal 
industry and Portofino became a common haunt  
of the likes of Frank Sinatra, Bridget Bardot and 
Sophia Loren. 

Undoubtedly the most glamorous hotel to retire 
to is the jewel in the crown of Portofino, the Hotel 
Splendido. This stunning hotel is a celebration of 
16th Century elegance, eclectically mixed with 
Italian provincial and a twist of contemporary 
design. It is comprised of 64 rooms, all decorated 
with idyllic furnishings and plush Edwardian interiors, 
which all offer a garden or ocean view. A visit to 
Hotel Splendido is not complete without an evening 
at the hotel’s restaurant, La Terrazza. Here, looking 
out at the Mediterranean Sea, you will be spoilt by 
the friendly and proficient staff while dining at the 
open terrace and tasting some of the region’s most 
magnificent cuisine.

Speaking of food, if your forte is delicious Italian 
food served with panoramic views, an enjoyable 
atmosphere and some celebrity spotting, then 
Ristorante Puny is for you. Located in the centre of 
the port, Puny’s is one of the oldest family businesses 

Think yachts the size of small houses and indulgent 
three course meals lined with picturesque 
backdrops of glistening water and magical 
landscapes; now combine this with the who’s who 
of the Italian Riviera. They say money can’t buy 
happiness - well if it could, it should be spent in 
Italy’s dime-a-dozen darling, Portofino.

Renowned as one of the world’s most sought after 
destinations for lovers, Portofino, especially its 
famous Piazzetta, is the quintessential place  
for couples looking for a quiet retreat. For  
everyone who’s anyone, this is the place to see 
and be seen. Whether it is Eva Longoria and Tony 
Parker, Jennifer Lopez and Marc Anthony or Bono 
and girlfriend Ali Hewson – this exclusive and 
elegant inlet has become a favourite destination 
for love-struck celebrities ready to enjoy a romantic 
European summer. In recent years, an eclectic mix 
of worldwide and elite tourists have jumped on the 
Portofino bandwagon, including artists  
and intellectuals, models and moguls and  
naturally, the rich and famous (and their 
accompanying paparazzi).
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A holiday in Portofino is not complete without a visit 
to the Castle of Brown which was built during the 
medieval period for the purpose of monitoring the 
entrance into the small inlet. Castle Brown has been 
the manor to various prominent people, particularly 
the English consul in Genoa, Montague Yeats Brown 
from 1867. Since 1961, it has been owned by the 
municipality and is often used for exhibitions. The 
castle has timeless character, is filled with marble 
sculptures and is surrounded by beautiful gardens 
and old gothic windows which line the outside 
veneer like eyelashes.

Whilst there is no beach at Portofino itself, the inlet 
is enveloped by a dazzling harbour. There are a 
number of coves that surround Portofino in which 
locals and tourists laze on the rocks and paddle in 
the glistening blue ocean. Paraggi, which is a five 
minute drive from Portofino, is home to a beautiful 
beach laden with colourful sun beds perfect for 
baking and bathing. 

Boasting an abundance of opulent ocean views, 
nestled amid a natural reserve of prominent tree 
lined cliffs and idyllic pastel dream abodes, a visit 
to Italy is incomplete without a stopover in Portofino. 
With its worn cobblestone streets, its famous 
Piazzetta and its surround of countless lingering 
boats, there is little wonder as to why Portofino has 
earned the eminent crown of “La dolce vita”. 

in Portofino, dating back to the 1940s. If you have a 
soft spot for fish like faithful Puny’s patron Catherine 
Zeta-Jones, you must try the Ligurian style ‘Pesce al 
sale’, a recipe of grilled fish baked with potatoes, 
olives and pinenuts - bellissimo! Order a glass of the 
region’s finest drop (a perfect accompaniment to 
fish specialties) and join the brigade of countless 
celebrities who have shared romantic dinners at 
Puny’s, including Elizabeth Taylor, who received 
her proposal from husband number five, Richard 
Burton, whilst dining there.

The main drawcard when visiting Portofino is the 
tranquil nature and stunning ambiance of the 
small cove; it is unquestionably a place to discover 
peace and unwind. Nonetheless, for the more 
adventurous traveller, there is no shortage of things 
to do. In addition for the devoted shopper, Portofino 
shamelessly caters for those looking for luxury. The 
central lane, Via Roma, is lined with lavish designer 
boutiques, including Louis Vuitton, Giorgio Armani, 
Ermenegildo Zegna, Gucci, Hermes and Pucci.  

Only a few minutes walk from the Piazzetta is the 
oldest site of Christian worship in Portofino, The 
Saint George Castle which was restored in the 
1950s on a structure which dates back to 1154. Saint 
George is one of the most respected Saints in the 
Ligure region and as the legend goes, his relics 
are said to be found inside the castle. The primary 
position of the castle is no faux pas. It has always 
served a practical function for both strategic and 
surveillance purposes as the French, the Fiorentini, 
the Turks and the English have all fought on these 
hills in an attempt to gain possession of Portofino.

tiMe it weLL  Visit Portofino in the months of 
April through to September, as most hotels and 
restaurants are closed during the European winter 

hot Foot it  Whilst there are readily waiting BMW 
taxis at the port (a two minute ride will set you back 
25 Euro.) walking is the only way to travel to take in 
the panoramic hillside views.   

cLear the diary  In the high season from July to 
September, when it comes to restaurants, visitors 
are advised to book one month in advance for 
weekend dining sessions during July and at least 
ten days in advance during August 

diScotheQUe  Whilst this area is not renowned 
for its rampant nightlife, Paraggi’s “Le Carrilon” is 
the region’s after dark hotspot. The highly regarded 
club is an informal relaxed restaurant by day, and 
as the clock strikes midnight you abruptly find 
yourself in the midst of a buzzing nightclub filled 
with a diverse mix of the most stylish crowd

PaParrazi  You needn’t travel all the way to 
Portofino unless you are equipped with a great 
book and a fully charged camera – not only to 
snap the postcard worthy settings; but you never 
know what celeb you might run into.  

BOX BrIEFtoP 5 

1. hoteL SPLendido 
Not only is it the sole five star hotel in Portofino, 
perhaps the most distinguished attribute of the 
Hotel Splendido is that it is the chosen quarters for 
many a VIP. Providing access to a heated outdoor 
swimming pool, an indoor gym and a tennis court, 
the hotel epitomises luxury - so don’t be aghast 
when you spot affluent women lazing by the pool 
dripping with jewels

2. riStorante PUny  
Puny’s is not famous for being a formal restaurant, 
but rather for its delicious cuisine and remarkably 
friendly service. The charismatic Puny himself is 
there to warmly welcome all visitors, especially 
his loyal friends and celebrity customers including 
European monarchs, Beyonce, Denzel Washington 
and Sylvester Stallone (just to name a few) 

3. PortoFino cLaSSica 
Now in its eighth year, the region’s International 
Music Festival, Portofino Classica, is held in Portofino 
from July to September. This is a fine chance for 
tourists to immerse themselves in the Italian culture 
and witness a series of concerts celebrating famous 
international musicians 

4. Fire in the SQUare 
April 23 marks the date of this romantic and 
unforgettable memorial held in Portofino’s Piazzetta 
to honour Saint George. At midnight, the local 
fisherman hold a huge bonfire and offer grilled fish 
to enjoy with regional wines. The following Sunday a 
procession is held in the streets

5. cinQUe terra  
This Italian Riviera’s prominent enclave is only a 90 
minute trip by speed boat from Portofino and is well 
and truly worth the trip. Comprised of five small 
coastal villages linked by winding paths and small 
beaches, the Cinque Terra is well known for its wine, 
traditional foods and breathtaking views
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swimming pool, an indoor gym and a tennis court, 
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